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There is a school in England, I 
understand, that has a course 
in compassion.  
 
Over the course of a semester 
every student has one blind 
day, one lame day, one day 
when he may not speak, and 
one deaf day.  
 
The night before he is to spend 
his “blind” day, his eyes are 
bandaged, and he awakens 
blind and seemingly helpless.  
 
He is completely dependent on 
others to guide him through the 
day.  
 
The students do not need to 
ask, “What does it feel like to 
be blind . . . what does it feel 
like to be deaf, or lame, or 
unable to speak?” They know. 
They have been there. They 



have experienced it for 
themselves.  
 
In the same way the Son of 
God learned what it is to be 
human.  
 
He entered our world and 
experienced what we 
experience. He has 
compassion because he has 
been where we are--doubted, 
denied, betrayed and broken in 
body.  
 
This is the first lesson 
A reminder of Christ’s 
compassion. “When Jesus 
landed and saw a large crowd,” 
Matthew tells us, “he had 
compassion on them and 
healed their sick.”  
 
One of the most impressive 
things about Jesus was his 
compassion.  
 
Throughout the Gospels he 
calls to tired and hungry hearts, 
and says, “Come . . . and I will 
give you rest.” To parents of 



small children, he says, “Bring 
them to me.”    
 
He says the same thing 
concerning those who are 
afflicted: “Bring them to me.”  
 
“Bring blind Bartimaeus,” he 
says. Bring the leper, the 
physically challenged, the 
person struggling with the 
demons of emotional distress.  
 
 On one occasion his invitation 
was so compelling that four 
friends lowered a palsied man 
through the roof of a house.  
 
Jesus came with one purpose 
and desire--to seek and to 
save the lost . . . to heal those 
who were hurting.  
 
At the beginning of his ministry 
he announced his mission,  
 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on 
me, because he has anointed 
me to proclaim good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the 



prisoners and recovery of sight 
for the blind, to set the 
oppressed free . . .” (Luke 
4:18).  
 
When he gazed out over 
Jerusalem, he wept. He knew 
the heartaches, the 
headaches, and the hungers 
that go with being human.  
 
William Booth knew that when 
he took his Salvation Army out 
to the homeless people of his 
time.  
 
John Wesley knew that when 
he began preaching in open 
fields to those to whom the 
established church had closed 
its doors.  
 
Mother Teresa knew that as 
she ministered to the least and 
the lost on the streets of 
Calcutta.  
 
But why should we “bring the 
wandering ones to Jesus?”  
 



Because he cared about their 
needs.  
 
He cares about our needs. 
 
Jesus is a person of 
compassion. 
 
 
 
That is the first lesson we as a 
church learn from this amazing 
story:  
Jesus is compassion in the 
flesh.           
 
Here’s the second: it’s never 
a question of resources. It’s 
a question of commitment.  
 
When Jesus instructed the 
disciples to feed the crowd of 
thousands, they only had five 
loaves of bread and two tiny 
fish. And yet in the Master’s 
hands, that was enough.  
 
There have been many 
theories offered over the years 
about how Christ was able to 
feed all those thousands of 



people with only five loaves of 
bread and two fish.  
 
In this disciple’s telling of what 
happened that day, it was not 
that there wasn’t enough food.  
 
There was plenty of food. 
 
 Most of the people who had 
followed after Jesus that day 
had thought to make provision 
for their pilgrimage.  
 
However, they kept their 
private bounties of fish and 
bread hidden.  
 
It was not until a young boy 
stepped forward with his two 
fish and five small loaves that 
people started offering to 
others what they had brought 
as well.  
 
Everybody began to break out 
their food and, like any good 
church fellowship supper, after 
the multitude was fed, there 
were twelve baskets worth left 
over!  



 
“The miracle was not the 
multiplication of the loaves and 
fishes; it was the 
transformation of selfish 
people into generous people at 
the touch of Christ . . .  
 
It was a miracle of the birth of 
love in grudging hearts, it was 
the miracle of changed men 
and women with something of 
Christ in them to banish the 
selfishness in their hearts.”         
 
Of course, we don’t really know 
how Jesus fed the multitude, 
and it really doesn’t matter.  
 
The miracle is that he did and 
he did it beginning with only 
five small loaves of bread and 
two tiny fish. It wasn’t a 
question of resources, but of 
resolve.  
 
So it is in our situation.  
 
If we as a people were sincere 
in seeking to meet our 
community’s needs, resources 



ultimately would not be the 
problem.  
 
Commitment is always the 
determining factor in God’s 
work. If we are pursuing God’s 
will, God will provide.  
 
And that brings us to the final 
thing we need to see about this 
text: Christ provided what was 
needed and more besides.  
 
I’ve always been fascinated by 
the statement, “They all ate 
and were satisfied, and the 
disciples picked up twelve 
basketfuls of broken pieces 
that were left over.”  
 
This is a statement of God’s 
abundance.  
 
God always provides more 
than is necessary to meet our 
needs.  
 
It’s not a question of resources. 
God will provide the resources. 
 



Indeed God has already 
provided the resources.  
 
Ultimately, it is a question of 
how committed we are to 
Jesus Christ.  
 
All it takes is someone to step 
forward with their willingness to 
share their fish and loaves, no 
matter how tiny and inadequate 
they may seem. 
 
When we act to meet the 
world’s need, God will provide 
the resources.  
 
 
"Stuff you need to Know"  
Some thoughts shared by King 
Duncan of Dynamic Preaching 
and of course some by myself 
through the power of the Holy 
Spirit 
 


